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How Language Barrier Affect Communication
Communication is a vital concept that involves the exchange of ideas or messages among a certain group of people. Communication is part of human life since no one can do without it. Through communication, human beings are able to share ideas, feelings, opinions, and information, among other issues (Bonvillain, 2019). It is crucial to note that language is an essential tool of communication. At the same time, language acts as a potential barrier to communication since it is capable of separating individuals from each other (Abuarqoub, 2019). Globalization proves how language can hinder communication between people from diverse parts of the world. Language barrier has caused several problems in fields such as aviation, healthcare, and education. For instance, in healthcare, some of the healthcare providers commit certain errors while handling patients since they are unable to understand the patient's communication pattern or language. In business, customers can find it difficult to communicate what they want to purchase. Language barrier is also known as a semantic barrier. In most cases, language barriers emerge due to the presence of multiple meanings of a given word. Also, the language barrier can arise when people try to communicate in a language that they do not understand better. Language barriers affect communication by enhancing misinterpretation and misunderstanding, limiting communication channels, interfering with the efficiency of informal communication, making communication less intensive, and contributing to conflicts. 
Language barrier causes misinterpretations and misunderstandings among people who end up impeding effective communication (De Moissac & Bowen, 2019). In circumstances where a speaker uses a different language from that of the receiver, communication loses its meaning. Again, the use of jargon and slang may interfere with the clarity, thereby making the communication worthless as the receiver fails to get the intended message. As such, a strong misunderstanding may ensue between the speaker and the receiver. The receiver of the information failing to get whatever the speaker is expressing becomes frustrated and annoyed at the same time. Such misunderstandings end up breeding hostility among the parties, thus completely hindering any further communication.
The language barrier limits the communication channels. As Hunter-Adams and Rother (2017) argue, various communication channels such as telephone conversations and teleconferences often require instant understanding and immediate feedback. In that manner, the language barrier has restricted various communications ranging from personal to inter-organizational communication, which relies heavily on teleconferencing and telephone conversations. For instance, the inability to speak the same language as their colleagues subjected some of the Korean coordinators on international collaboration to forfeit telephone conversations in teleconferences and deviate to written statements, thus evading more of the pertinent and discursive issues. Consequently, the barrier in language makes the involved parties struggle to understand the precise meanings of issues at hand, thus limiting the teleconferencing communication system.
Language barrier, in most cases, interferes with the efficiency of informal communication. Most activities conducted after official gatherings and meetings form a larger part of informal communication. For example, drinking or dining together after work helps build a compact relation among workers. Additionally, informal communication helps strengthen personal relationships among colleagues. Nonetheless, the language barrier has, for a long time, weakened the efficiency and degree of informal communication. At the informal communication level, people get to bond and bury their differences in case there could be any misunderstanding in their workplaces (Ali & Watson, 2018). As a result, at this time, members of a given organization should converse and amicable agree on various issues for a better and cordial relationship. Therefore, language barrier taking the central role, informal communication remains a nightmare, thus effectively solving some of the eminent differences among people from different backgrounds in a workplace. 
Language barriers cause ineffective communication in organizations and institutions. As Hunter-Adams and Rother (2017) suggest, various institutions and organizations require effective communication for the proper operation of services. In the events of problems with discussion and negotiation on pertinent issues due to language barriers among colleagues, all operations become chaotic. Organizations always require a proper channel of communication from the manager to the other stakeholders. In cases where different employers fail to understand one another, the operations prove futile. The differences in language will make it difficult to exchange ideas among colleagues towards the set organizational goals. Also, the language barrier interferes with the proper delivery of technical information that propels the negotiation of tasks among members as well as the discussion of results within an institution. In that regard, the language barrier impedes the negotiation of tasks at the practical level and the technical exchange of information among people from different cultural backgrounds.
The language barrier makes communication less intensive. With the high rise of language barriers among colleagues in different organizations, there arose the extensive use of an electronic form of communication to convey certain messages (De Moissac & Bowen, 2019). Most people believed that the use of the electronic form of communication at the expense of verbal communication would help solve the dilemma experienced with the difficulty to comprehend the messages among people with different languages. However, this mode of communication brought more harm than good. Many individuals have of late become dissatisfied with the amount of communication they receive from their colleagues relying on such forms as electronic mails. At times, the choice of words used in the mails proves problematic for the intended persons to fully understand and integrate. Also, there has been an assumption that this means of communication ignores the most important issues that would otherwise be exhausted were it through the verbal form of communication. Therefore, the electronic mode of communication makes it difficult for people to accumulate information and establish an intensive information exchange system. As such, the language barrier has contributed to the less intensiveness of communication as it is presumed to have contributed to mistrust among individuals since the parties involved normally suspect their colleagues of withholding information.
Another way that demonstrates how the language barrier affects communication is based on accent. Human beings have different accents since people have varied points of origin. For instance, Chinese and Americans have different accents that determine how they pronounce words. In most instances, the communication between a person with a Chinese accent and the one with an American accent will be unsuccessful because the words pronounced can differ in meanings. For example, when an American pronounces the words four candles, some individuals might hear it as folk handles due to variance in accents. Another example is the deadliest air accident that occurred in the Canary Islands. The accident involved KLM, two Jets, and one Pan AM that collided on the runway as a result of misinterpretation of the message (Abuarqoub, 2019). It is apparent that accent played a significant role in this accident. The air traffic controllers were unable to properly interpret the message from the KLM co-pilot since he spoke in a heavy Dutch accent. Therefore, language barrier affects communication because it contributes to misinterpretation of the information, especially from people speaking in a heavy accent.
Also, word choice is another aspect that shows how the language barrier affects communication. When discussing language barrier, it is important to consider the choice of words utilized in respective contexts. Some people undermine effective communication because they do not consider word choice when communicating with people from other cultural groups. For instance, a certain word can have two meanings that can either be positive or negative (Abuarqoub, 2019). In this context, individuals might use abusive words without knowing the meanings of such terms. An excellent example is the term client that some Palestinians define to mean a traitor. A company that uses this term hinders effective communication with the people in this region because of miscommunication. Therefore, language barriers can affect communication when it allows people to use abusive words or choices of words that harm other groups.
Similarly, the use of impolite language is another element that shows how language barrier affects communication. Some people are likely to use language that is deemed impolite without their prior knowledge. Certain slang words can be offensive when used in particular contexts. Apparently, most of the English words are impolite or even abusive (Abuarqoub, 2019). Some people encounter difficulties when communicating in foreign countries because they have not mastered those areas' communication patterns. All these imply that the language barrier can lead to conflict when one party uses offensive language, thus disrupting the communication process. 
Moreover, language barrier affects communication when one party uses ambiguous words or phrases. Ambiguous language involves the use of concepts, words, or phrases that a person cannot easily comprehend due to their vagueness (Fatyanosa & Bachtiar, 2017). When one party uses ambiguous language, the other person might assume different meanings to those words or sentences (Abuarqoub, 2019).  The use of ambiguous language affects the exchange of information because the sender normally assumes that the receiver understands the message even if he or she does not get everything right.
To sum up, communication is an important aspect of human life. Effective communication is the art of sending the right message that the receiver can easily understand. Language barrier is one of the common barriers to communication. Some of the aspects of language barrier include the use of ambiguous language, poor word choice, the use of impolite language, and accent, among others. Generally, language barrier affects communication because it leads to misinterpretation and misunderstanding, limits communication channel, interferes with informal communication efficiency, makes communication less intensive, and contributes to conflicts. Individuals should try as much as possible to overcome these impacts of language barriers by asking for clarification, using familiar language, and avoiding technical jargon. 
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